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different languages of India, because it will be quite clear to
every student of history that the independence of languages
creates independence of thought and independence of forms.
Now this is undoubtedly a measure of development. It is
undoubtedly a great factor in the development of the Indian
mind, because the declaration of literary independence by
the languages of India has certainly given rise to new forms
of creative expression, new experimentation with forms and
new approaches to various subjects; and in every way it has
created a wider and fuller sense of humanism in the different
languages.
Undoubtedly the creative work of the Indian mind is
done today in the indigenous languages. I do not by any
means try to diminish or detract from those who write in Eng-
lish, but the major creative works in India today are done in
the Indian languages. No one, therefore, would like to go
back on what I call the declaration of literary independence
of the Indian languages. But looked at from a critical point
of view, looked at from the point of view of the national in-
terest, we might also see that the getting away from the clas-
sical models, from the forms and thoughts which animated
the languages about 150 years ago, has tended to create a
certain division of mind among us. Before this declaration
of independence, so to say, the Indian languages were mould-
ed by the expressions in our classical languages. It was to
Sanskrit and to Sanskrit forms that the Sanskritic languages
looked up. It was to Persian or to Arabic that the languages
dependent on it for their inspiration looked up. The unity
of thought, the great Indian-ness of thought, which the Sans-
krit language provided, and on the basis of which even the
vernacular languages developed, helped us in our conscious-
ness of Indianism. Today what helps us in our consciousness
of Indianism are political institutions, our common difficulties,
our common desires to establish a civic sense of nationalism,
but not a sense of cultural unity. That, to my niind, has
come from the breaking away from the single source of inspi-
ration of the common forms of thought and of expression
which the classical languages provided, which it is not pos-
sible for us to revert to at the present time. Whatever
happens, there is no use our thinking that by more intensive